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Our goal is to 
eliminate walls 
and barriers, 
both physical 
and mental, 
through 
education.

Specifically, we 
are working to 
build bridges 
between the U.S. 
and Latin 
America.



ENLACE Summer Research Program

During a lighthearted moment, some of the students from the ENLACE 2016 
program discuss their projects.  The program was highlighted in the San 
Diego Union-Tribune as a program of "Science without borders”:

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/border-baja-california/sdut-
ucsd-science-program-seeks-to-bridge-border-2016aug04-story.html 

As a model of collaboration, 
students are organized in pairs 
(one from each side of the U.S.-
Mexico border) and they work 
together in an assigned 
research laboratory at UC San 
Diego supporting the activities 
of a PhD student mentor.



ENLACE 2024

We had 202 
students in the 
program!

The students 
learned how to 
be researchers, 
acquiring the 
skills that will 
take them 
beyond simply 
learning, into 
creating.







Lectures and Tours

ENLACE 2018 students with 

Musician Nathan East

Science and Society Lectures: (every Monday at 8:00 AM)
Musician Nathan East, City Attorney Mara Elliott,
Ambassador Carlos Gonzalez, Judge Gonzalo Curiel

Tours: (Saturdays)
San Diego Zoo, Air and Space Museum,
Birch Aquarium, Midway Museum



Additional Lectures and Tours

Featured Scientist Lectures: 
Every Wednesday at 12:00 PM

Futures Summit: A full day retreat 
where we will discuss future goals 
and career objectives.

Anti-bias Training: A discussion 
on acceptance and compassion.  
This training is in preparation for 
the Science & Society Lecture of a 
Holocaust survivor.



College Prep and Grad School Prep

Grad 
School 
Prep (for 
college 
students)

College 
Prep (for 
high school 
students)



Closing Ceremony and Symposium

Friday, August 8, 2025



Schedule for ENLACE 2025

• Program dates:  June 22 – August 8, 2025

• Closing ceremony:  With talks and poster session 
scheduled for Friday, August 8, 2025

• Commitment:  Program is a full-time commitment 
from the participants.  Laboratory work is 
scheduled from Monday through Friday from 9:00 
AM to 4:00 PM.

• Other Activities:  Evening enrichment activities, 
career development workshops, and Saturday field 
trips.



http://resilientmaterials.ucsd.edu/ENLACE



https://www.nature.com/articles/s41563-018-0184-4 

In my research group, our goal is to explore the design 
and manufacturing of materials for applications in 
extreme environments.



Materials in Extreme Environments

http://graeve.ucsd.edu
ograeve@ucsd.edu

❖ Design materials and systems for 
extreme environments such as 
ultra-high temperatures, extreme 
pressures and deformations, 
radiation, and acidic conditions, 
etc.

❖ Manufacture materials and 
systems using innovative 
techniques.

❖ Innovate advanced technologies 
for:
❖ Aerospace
❖ Energy
❖ Nuclear
❖ Biomedical
❖ Environmental

Revolutionizing the way we design, 
test and manufacture materials and 
systems for extreme environments




